Regioselective Lactonization of α-(2→8)-Trisialic Acid.
A simple and selective method has been developed to obtain both monolactones of the title compound, a model compound for biologically important polyneuraminic acid derivatives: acidic lactonization and alkaline hydrolysis of dilactone 1. The two monolactonized trimers can be separated by capillary electrophoresis, and then distinguished by enzymatic hydrolysis with neuraminidase; only the 2-monolactone undergoes reaction.